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Nonetheless,	there	are	questions	the	film	definitely	needs	to	answer,	even	if	only	in	a	glib	way,	before	the	curtain	falls	on	the	Skywalkers	and	their	role	in	galactic	affairs.	The	Star	Wars	galaxy	gets	a	little	too	small	sometimes	and	you	need	an	outlier	to	shake	things	up.	When	it	is	confronted	directly,	we’re	only	told	a	chosen	one	will	emerge	to	bring
balance	to	the	Force	—	but	the	actual	wording	of	this	prophecy	is	nowhere	to	be	found	in	the	films.	By	implication,	he	is	Anakin	Skywalker’s	(Hayden	Christensen)	father.	There	are	statues	of	them	inside	Emperor	Palpatine's	chambers	in	the	prequel	trilogy.Put	it	all	together,	and	we're	pretty	sure	the	Emperor	was	controlling	whatever	Snoke	is/was
through	that	ring.Was	that	seriously	all	the	Knights	of	Ren	were	there	for?Yep.After	standing	about	very	menacingly	for	two	movies,	they	lasted	for	about	five	minutes	against	the	guy	they	spent	a	lifetime	following	around.What	happened	to	broom	boy	from	The	Last	Jedi?Who	knows.JJ	Abrams	seemed	to	want	to	undo	a	lot	of	Rian	Johnson's	film	in	Rise
of	Skywalker,	but	this	was	a	thread	he	didn't	touch.Posted	23	Dec	201923	Dec	2019Mon	23	Dec	2019	at	1:04am,	updated	23	Dec	201923	Dec	2019Mon	23	Dec	2019	at	1:50am	What	The	Poodoo	Was	The	Real	Prophecy?	Like	some	of	the	other	questions	we	need	answered,	this	one	just	needs	a	brief	word	from	Darth	Sidious	about	his	role	in	the
formation	of	the	First	Order,	but	even	in	that	brevity,	he	needs	to	slot	into	place.	Are	The	Jedi	Worth	Saving?	We	fully	expect	this	original	plan	to	be	Lucasfilm’s	excuse	when	Episodes	X-XII	inevitably	happen.	Did	Palpatine	Will	Anakin	Into	Existence?	The	following	are	the	10	questions	we	think	the	The	Rise	of	Skywalker	must	answer.	Or	just	a	hapless
Force-sensitive	seduced	by	the	Dark	Side?	(Photo	by	Walt	Disney	Studios)	The	two	halves	of	his	corpse	may	still	be	rotting	aboard	his	broken	and	abandoned	Star	Destroyer,	but	Snoke’s	(Andy	Serkis)	identity	finally	matters	now	that	Palpatine	is	back	in	the	picture.	Was	This	Palpatine’s	Plan	All	Along?	But	now,	it’s	all	different.	The	Force	dyad	in
action.(Disney)This	is	a	bit	of	a	mystery,	but	we	can	have	a	good	guess	based	on	what	we	saw	in	Rise	of	Skywalker.When	Rey	heals	the	sand	serpent,	she	tells	BB-8	that	she	transfers	some	of	her	own	life	force.In	the	finale,	Emperor	Palpatine	drains	almost	all	the	life	from	Ben	and	Rey	to	heal	himself.Rey	uses	the	last	sliver	of	her	own	energy	to	defeat
the	Emperor.	When	Will	We	See	Episode	X?	It	requires	some	sort	of	resolution,	even	if	it’s	just	an	independent	confirmation	that	her	parents	were,	in	fact,	dirt	farmers	who	sold	her	to	Unkar	Plutt	(Simon	Pegg)	for	beer	money.	Was	he	the	last	surviving	Inquisitor?	(Photo	by	Walt	Disney	Studios)	This	is	one	of	the	bigger-level	questions	Star	Wars
movies	may	not	be	equipped	to	answer.	Unless,	of	course,	you	consider	the	way	Rise	of	Skywalker	director	J.J.	Abrams	set	up	the	issue	of	her	parents	in	Star	Wars:	The	Force	Awakens.	There's	another	series	in	production	featuring	Cassian	Andor,	the	spy	played	by	Diego	Luna	in	Rogue	One.And	we're	learning	more	and	more	about	long-rumoured
Obi-Wan	Kenobi	series	with	Ewan	McGregor.As	for	movies,	the	next	one	could	be	a	while	away.The	Last	Jedi	director	Rian	Johnson	is	working	on	a	new	trilogy	(Game	of	Thrones	showrunners	DB	Weiss	and	David	Benioff	quit	one	of	their	own),	but	it	doesn't	have	a	release	date.What	did	Finn	want	to	tell	Rey?It's	never	made	clear.The	obvious	answer	is
"I	love	you",	but	even	in	the	emotional	final	scenes	it's	pretty	clear	the	two	are	just	friends.There's	another	answer	though...	With	Star	Wars:	The	Rise	of	Skywalker	touted	as	the	conclusion	of	the	Skywalker	Saga,	it	has	more	to	do	than	typical	trilogy-wrapping	films	like	The	Lord	of	the	Rings:	The	Return	of	the	King,	The	Matrix	Revolutions,	or,	indeed,
Return	of	the	Jedi.	Uhhhh	…	we'll	get	back	to	you.Why	couldn't	C-3PO	just	read	out	the	Sith	Runes?He's	cut	off	in	the	film,	but	3PO	stammers	out	that	it's	because	of	a	law	passed	by	the	Galactic	Senate.The	real	reason?	As	Emperor,	Palpatine	reached	his	zenith	with	the	completion	of	the	first	Death	Star,	even	if	that	apex	of	power	was	short	lived.	All
rights	reserved	courtesy	Everett	Collection)	In	our	recent	rewatch	of	the	prequels,	we	were	struck	by	how	ill-defined	the	prophecy	really	is.	Will	Leia	Survive?	We’re	disinclined	to	believe	his	powers	of	prognostication	were	that	absolute.	When	the	ongoing	plot	became	important,	he	revised	this	number	to	nine	(and	then	to	six	during	the	prequel	era).
It	is	designed	to	be	the	culmination	of	a	nine-part	saga	told	across	40+	years	and	has	a	lot	to	accomplish	in	less	than	180	minutes.	Whether	you	loved	or	hated	the	Rise	of	Skywalker,	or	thought	it	was	just	fine,	you	probably	walked	out	of	the	cinema	with	more	than	a	few	questions.Director	JJ	Abrams	opted	to	go	light	on	plenty	of	details	to	keep	the
two-hour	rollercoaster	ride	moving.So	we're	going	to	try	and	answer	all	the	questions	you	might	have	had	after	seeing	Rise	of	Skywalker.We're	going	to	be	SPOILING	huge	plot	points,	obviously.	That	was	the	solution	seemingly	given	to	us	by	Kylo	Ren	(Adam	Driver)	and	Rey	in	Star	Wars:	The	Last	Jedi,	and	it	is	perfectly	satisfactory.	And	for	that
reason,	Rey	must	make	a	definitive	choice.	And	in	Rise	of	Skywalker	she	kicks	Luke's	butt	in	a	training	exercise,	then	uses	the	same	powerful	Force	projection	technique	Luke	did	to	reach	Kylo	Ren.If	you	can't	call	yourself	a	Jedi	when	you've	got	your	own	lightsaber,	when	can	you?So	Leia	and	Luke	knew	Rey	was	a	Palpatine	all	along?Yep.Does	it	make
a	lot	of	sense?	Star	Wars:	The	Rise	of	Skywalker	opens	on	December	20.	Well,	from	a	certain	point	of	view,	anyway.	He	was	fond	of	using	the	truth	as	a	weapon	and	skilled	at	obscuring	his	presence	from	the	Jedi.	(Photo	by	Walt	Disney	Studios)	Perhaps	more	interesting	than	Rey’s	parents	is	the	lost	heritage	of	former	First	Order	stormtrooper	FN-
2187	(John	Boyega),	A.K.A.	Finn.	(Photo	by	TM	and	©copyright	Twentieth	Century-Fox	Film	Corporation.	The	sequels	showed	us	a	Republic	so	corrupt	that	Palpatine	could	use	a	meaningless	trade	dispute	to	slip	into	power.	Hopefully,	it	will	be	satisfying	either	way.	So	now's	the	time	to	back	out	if	you	haven't	seen	the	film.Let's	get	into	it.When	did
Palpatine	have	a	kid?We	don't	know	for	sure.	At	the	time,	it	was	envisioned	as	more	of	a	James	Bond-style	serial	with	fewer	overarching	plots.	Outside	of	the	film,	there	are	big	financial	reasons	for	the	Jedi	to	be	restored	past	the	Skywalker	Saga	—	at	least	a	few	people	have	not	made	their	own	saber	at	Star	Wars:	Galaxy’s	Edge	—	but	the	soul	of	the
order	is	as	important	to	the	overall	saga	as	Anakin’s	soul.	A	cover	identity	for	the	disembodied	Palpatine?	Even	LOTR	author	J.R.R.	Tolkien	would	sweat	at	this	writing	prompt.	Rise	of	Skywalker	doesn't	make	it	clear.The	prequels	do	give	us	plenty	of	hints	that	Emperor	Palpatine	is	looking	into	how	to	cheat	death.	Or	was	it	all	a	happy	accident	he	used
to	his	advantage?	All	rights	reserved	courtesy	Everett	Collection)	Long,	long	ago,	Star	Wars	creator	George	Lucas	let	slip	an	initial	plan	for	the	series	to	be	12	parts.	Who	Are	Rey’s	Parents?	It's	what	he	uses	to	seduce	Anakin	Skywalker	to	the	dark	side,	after	all.Add	in	what	we	know	from	Rise	of	Skywalker	with	the	cloning	facilities	on	Exogol	and	a
plan	to	transfer	his	"spirit"	into	Rey,	and	it's	certainly	not	impossible	to	believe	the	baddest	Stars	Wars	baddie	of	them	all	had	a	few	contingency	plans	up	his	sleeve.LoadingWhat	was	with	those	Snoke	clones?Again,	this	is	something	the	movie	doesn't	elaborate	on.It	looks	like	the	Emperor	was	creating	Snoke	bodies.From	other	sources	of	the	Star
Wars	story,	we	know	that	Snoke	wears	a	ring	with	markings	made	by	four	ancient	sages.The	only	time	we	see	those	sages	in	the	movies?	Like	this?	Can	the	Resistance	prove	to	be	better	at	restoring	government	than	the	Rebel	Alliance?	Just	a	lovely	family	reunion.(Disney/Lucasfilm)Given	what	we	know	about	Rey's	age,	and	the	age	her	parents	appear
to	be	in	the	Rise	of	Skywalker,	some	fans	are	speculating	that	Rey's	parents	were	born	roughly	10	years	before	the	events	of	Star	Wars:	A	New	Hope.Yes,	that	means	the	Emperor	had	his	son	after	that	little	*accident*	with	Force	Lightning	while	fighting	Mace	Windu.Who	did	he	have	a	kid	with?Again,	we	don't	have	an	official	answer.We've	had	a
crack	at	trying	to	go	through	the	clues	in	the	movies	to	try	and	get	an	answer	though.You	can	read	that	here.How	could	Rey	and	Kylo	talk	to	each	other	(and	swap	lightsabers)?Apparently	the	two	formed	what	is	known	as	a	Force	dyad.This	is	a	new	force	power	introduced	in	Rise	of	Skywalker	(but	teased	in	The	Last	Jedi),	and	we're	told	its	when	two
Force-sensitive	people	share	the	power	of	one.Emperor	Palpatine	says	it's	the	"first	in	generations",	but	we	don't	know	when	the	other	instances	might	be.We	don't	know	how	Rey	and	Kylo	developed	the	bond,	but	given	how	much	Rise	of	Skywalker	talks	about	bloodlines,	it's	probably	got	something	to	do	with	their	rather	famous	grandparents.What
was	with	Ben	and	Rey	bringing	each	other	back	to	life?	Finn	never	did	find	the	time	to	spill	his	secret	to	Rey.(Supplied:	Lucasfilm	via	AP)Is	Finn	force	sensitive?Sure	seems	like	it!There	are	a	bunch	of	scenes	in	Rise	of	Skywalker	that	seem	to	confirm	it,	including	one	where	he	looks	straight	at	the	camera	and	says	he	knows	where	to	attack	in	the
grand	finale	because	of	a	"feeling".He	also	seems	pretty	in	tune	with	the	inner	turmoil	Rey's	going	through	in	the	film.Maybe	this	is	what	he	wanted	to	tell	her?Was	that	Lando's	daughter	at	the	end?I	mean,	why	else	would	you	devote	a	huge	chunk	of	time	to	Lando	and	Jannah	—	characters	who	had	never	met	until	that	point	—	in	the	grand	finale
unless	you	wanted	to	give	that	impression.It	feels	like	one	of	a	number	of	threads	that	are	left	hanging	for	Disney	to	go	back	to	for	more	Star	Wars	content	in	the	future.	Can	The	Republic	Ever	Be	Restored?	Eagle-eyed	fans	would	have	spied	that	the	Final	Order	fleet	was	made	up	of	Imperial	Star	Destroyers,	not	the	new	designs	that	feature	in	the
First	Order	fleet.So	some	of	the	fleet	(and	the	officers	we	saw	flying	them)	were	left	over	from	the	Empire,	hiding	out.	Was	he	really	that	skilled	in	Sith	powers?	But	even	into	his	arrival	in	the	Endor	system	during	Return	of	the	Jedi,	he	believed	everything	was	proceeding	as	he	had	foreseen.	(Photo	by	Walt	Disney	Studios)	We’ll	be	honest,	we	really
like	the	idea	that	Rey	(Daisy	Ridley)	comes	from	nowhere.	Press-ganged	into	service	as	a	child,	there	is	a	lot	of	unacknowledged	terror	in	Finn’s	past,	but	there’s	also	a	lost	world	he	might	call	home	and	a	family	he	has	never	known.	All	rights	reserved	courtesy	Everett	Collection)	In	one	of	Star	Wars:	Episode	III	–	Revenge	of	the	Sith’s	best	scenes,
Sheev	Palpatine	(Ian	McDiarmid)	suggests	to	the	audience	that	he	learned	a	way	to	force	the	midichlorians	to	create	life.	Players	of	the	Star	Wars:	Knights	of	the	Old	Republic	games	will	recognize	this	question,	as	it	lurks	at	the	heart	of	its	narrative,	but	it	also	seems	to	matter	here,	as	Rey	holds	the	future	of	Force-wielding	in	the	Galaxy.	Both	were
wiped	away	by	more	aggressive	forces.	One	imagines	he	will	have	the	chance	to	explain	his	long	absence	in	The	Rise	of	Skywalker,	and	the	true	shape	of	his	plan	is	something	he	might	finally	reveal.	This	may	be	a	question	for	tie-in	novels	after	the	film’s	release,	but	it	has	to	give	us	some	inkling	Poe	(Oscar	Isaac),	Rose	(Kelly	Marie	Tran),	and	the
others	can	do	better.	Jannah	seems	likely	to	feature	in	more	Star	Wars	content.(Supplied:	Jonathan	Olley/Lucasfilm)Where	did	that	footage	of	Carrie	Fisher	come	from?Fisher	died	in	December,	2016,	between	the	release	of	The	Force	Awakens	and	The	Last	Jedi.To	include	her	in	Rise	of	Skywalker,	director	JJ	Abrams	used	previously	unreleased	footage
that	was	shot	for	The	Force	Awakens.Here's	what	Abrams	said	when	announcing	the	cast	for	Rise	of	Skywalker:"With	the	support	and	blessing	from	her	daughter,	Billie,	we	have	found	a	way	to	honour	Carrie's	legacy	and	role	as	Leia	in	Episode	IX."Where	did	those	347,856	Star	Destroyers	come	from?When	the	Empire	fell	at	the	end	of	Return	of	the
Jedi,	a	good	chunk	of	the	remaining	Imperial	Forces	fled	to	the	Unknown	Regions,	where	the	Emperor's	hideout	on	Exogol	is.	There	are	pros	and	cons	to	both	killing	Leia	off	and	letting	her	survive	into	the	last	iris-out.	We	can	assume	the	rest	were	built	by	the	stadium	of	Palpa-Fans	we	saw	in	the	finale.How	did	the	Emperor	survive	the	Death	Star
blowing	up?No	idea.	The	movie	had	to	find	some	way	to	get	us	to	Babu	Frik	and	Zorii	Bliss,	obviously.Should	Zorii	Bliss	get	her	own	spinoff	series?Like,	yesterday.Maybe	Disney	can	bless	us	with	a	crossover	where	Zorii	Bliss	and	Babu	Frik	meet	up	with	the	Mandalorian	and	Baby	Yoda?Should	Babu	Frik	and	Baby	Yoda	get	a	spinoff	series?Like,
yesterday.LoadingWhat's	next	for	Star	Wars?No	more	movies,	for	the	moment.The	House	of	Mouse	is	giving	everyone	a	break	from	yearly	releases	of	Star	Wars	movies.Your	next	Star	Wars	fix	will	come	on	the	small	screen.The	Mandalorian	is	about	to	wrap	up	its	first	season	on	Disney+,	and	another	season	is	already	on	the	way.	And	like	our
preferred	answer	for	Rey’s	ancestry,	we’d	like	Finn	to	derive	from	a	world	and	bloodline	heretofore	unseen.	And	in	that	paradigm,	we	would	expect	her	to	sacrifice	herself	for	the	good	of	the	next	generation	like	her	brother	and	her	child’s	father.	Who	are	Finn’s	Kin?	Considering	Anakin	was	central	to	his	scheme,	greater	clarity	about	his	birth	may	be
in	the	offing.	Considering	The	Force	Awakens	and	The	Last	Jedi	saw	him	running	from	things,	maybe	The	Rise	of	Skywalker	will	offer	him	the	chance	to	run	toward	something	–	the	kin	the	First	Order	stole	from	him.	Rise	of	Skywalker	gave	us	lots	more	clues	about	Leia's	own	Jedi	training.(Lucasfilm)Pretty	much.Luke	says	Leia	never	finished	her	Jedi
training	because	she	had	a	vision	of	the	death	of	her	son.But	The	Last	Jedi	showed	she	could	use	the	force	to	survive	in	the	vacuum	of	space.	It’s	a	question	The	Rise	of	Skywalker	can	actually	answer	if	it	gives	the	audiences	an	authentic	and	complete	ending.	Ben	uses	the	last	sliver	of	his	own	energy	to	resurrect	Rey.It's	implied	there	wasn't	enough
left	for	them	both	to	live.Whose	were	all	the	Jedi	voices	Rey	heard?Pretty	much	every	famous	Jedi	from	the	Skywalker	Saga,	as	well	as	some	of	the	spinoff	series,	got	a	line.From	the	credits,	we	know	Rey	heard:Anakin	Skywalker	(Hayden	Christiansen)Luke	Skywalker	(Mark	Hamill)Obi-Wan	Kenobi	(Ewan	McGregor	AND	Alec	Guinness)Yoda	(Frank
Oz)Ahsoka	Tano	(Ashley	Eckstein)Mace	Windu	(Samuel	L	Jackson)Kanan	Jarrus	(Freddie	Prinze	Jr)Qui-Gon	Jinn	(Liam	Neeson)Luminara	Unduli	(Olivia	D'Abo)Adi	Gallia	(Angelique	Perrin)Aayla	Secura	(Jennifer	Hale)Leia	was	a	Jedi?	(Photo	by	Walt	Disney	Studios)	This	is	another	philosophical	question	the	movie	may	not	have	the	bandwidth	to	address,
but	considering	the	scenes	of	Rey	training	in	the	Jedi	arts	featured	in	trailers	and	commercials,	we	have	to	ask	if	the	Jedi	are	worth	saving.	Who	Was	Snoke?	Like	the	others	in	the	Resistance,	can	she	do	better?	And	the	chances	of	that	happening	are	about	as	good	as	Palpatine	meeting	his	true,	final	fate.	Was	it	a	textual	hand	grenade	left	in	the	Jedi
library	by	an	older	Sith	Lord,	or	was	it	something	Palpatine	himself	planted?	For	one	thing:	would	he	really	allow	himself	to	appear	defeated	for	30	years	and	allow	a	New	Republic	to	establish	itself?	The	sequel	trilogy	has	revealed	a	New	Republic	so	tolerant	of	wannabe	Imperials	that	it	led	to	the	Republic’s	destruction.	(Photo	by	Walt	Disney	Studios)
Because	of	Carrie	Fisher’s	untimely	death	in	2016,	this	question	is	more	of	a	minefield	than	it	would	otherwise	be.	Subscribe	to	our	newsletter	and	get	more	features,	news,	and	guides	in	your	inbox	every	week.	Had	she	lived,	Episode	IX	was	to	be	her	movie,	much	the	same	way	The	Force	Awakens	was	Han’s	(Harrison	Ford)	film	and	The	Last	Jedi
was	about	Luke	(Mark	Hamill).	True,	The	Last	Jedi	ultimately	makes	a	case	for	their	restoration,	but	it	was	the	rigidity	of	their	philosophy	that	led	the	galaxy	to	Sith	rule.	Granted,	answering	this	question	means	confronting	the	existence	of	midichlorians,	something	a	lot	of	Star	Wars	fans	would	rather	avoid.	Now,	there	is	something	poetic	about	the
Jedi	failing	to	see	it	as	a	warning,	but	it	is	never	framed	as	such	in	Episodes	I-III.		But	how	long	will	we	have	to	wait?
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