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A	decade	ago,	storing	information	or	your	favorite	songs	on	a	CD	was	the	go-to,	but	with	modern	technology,	most	people	don’t	bother	with	burning	CDs	anymore.	If	you	still	have	an	old	CD	player	or	you’re	just	looking	to	relive	the	past,	there’s	no	reason	why	you	can’t	burn	a	CD,	though.		Whether	you’re	burning	CDs	for	the	first	time	or	need	a	little
refresher,	you	need	a	computer	that	reads	CDs,	the	files	you	want	to	burn,	and	a	blank	CD.	Before	you	begin:	Gather	your	tools	and	materials	To	burn	a	CD,	you’ll	need	two	things.	First,	you’ll	need	a	CD	or	DVD	recorder	drive	(aka	a	burner).	If	you	don’t	have	one	and	you’re	using	a	desktop	with	an	open	external	drive	bay,	it’s	easy	enough	to	purchase
and	install	one.	You	can	also	use	an	external	USB	drive,	which	is	handy	for	a	notebook	that	doesn’t	have	a	CD	or	DVD	drive.	You’ll	spend	about	$20	for	an	or	an	($29).	Next,	you’ll	need	a	supply	of	blank	CDs.	Stick	with	CD	recordable	(CD-R)	discs	to	be	sure	your	CDs	will	be	supported	on	any	hardware.	You’ll	spend	around	from	a	reputable
manufacturer	like	Verbatim.	Finally,	give	some	thought	to	what	you	want	to	burn	to	your	CD.	If	you	want	to	burn	data	for	safekeeping	or	to	pass	along	to	someone	else,	then	the	simplest	way	is	to	use	Windows	10’s	File	Explorer	utility.	If	you	want	to	burn	music	that’s	most	likely	to	play	on	either	a	computer	or	a	dedicated	CD	player	(such	as	in	a	car
stereo	or	a	boombox),	then	you	can	use	the	Windows	Media	Player	desktop	app	that	still	ships	with	the	latest	versions	of	Windows	10.	Method	1:	Burn	a	data	CD	Step	1:	Burning	a	data	CD	is	simple	enough.	Just	place	a	blank	CD-R	into	your	burner	and	close	the	tray.	Open	File	Explorer	and	then	check	out	the	status	of	your	CD	burner	—	you	should
see	an	indication	that	a	CD-R	is	inserted	and	how	much	space	is	free.	Mark	Coppock/Digital	Trends	Step	2:	Decide	which	data	files	you	can	burn	to	the	CD.	It’s	easiest	to	create	a	working	folder	and	then	open	a	second	File	Explorer	window	for	selecting	your	data	files.	Hit	Ctrl-A	on	your	keyboard	to	select	all	of	the	files,	then	right-click.	From	the
context	menu,	select	Send	To	and	then	select	your	CD	burner	from	the	list	of	options.	Mark	Coppock/Digital	Trends	Step	3:	A	dialogue	will	open,	asking	how	you	want	to	use	the	disc.	You	have	two	options	for	how	you	burn	your	CD.	You	can	also	enter	a	disc	title	via	this	dialog.	Mark	Coppock/Digital	Trends	Step	4:	First,	you	can	select	Like	a	USB
Flash	Drive.	This	means	that	in	Windows	XP	or	later,	you	can	add	more	files,	edit	files,	or	delete	files	on	the	same	CD	(a	CD-RW	disc	is	best	for	this	because	the	format	has	the	ability	to	be	rewritten	and	reused	over	and	over).	The	downside	of	this	option	is	that	the	CD	will	not	work	on	any	other	kind	of	PC,	such	as	MacOS	or	a	Linux-powered	system.
Once	you’re	finished	with	the	CD	and	want	to	make	sure	it	can	work	with	any	system,	then	you	can	go	to	File	Explorer,	right-click	on	your	CD	burner,	and	select	Close	Session.	Note	that	once	you	close	the	CD,	you	will	no	longer	be	able	to	make	any	changes	to	it.	Mark	Coppock/Digital	Trends	Step	5:	Second,	you	can	select	With	a	CD/DVD	Player.
Choosing	this	option	will	copy	your	files	to	the	CD	and	then	close	the	session,	making	the	data	available	on	any	PC.	The	downside	here	is	that	once	your	files	are	burned,	you	can’t	edit	or	delete	them	at	all.	Note	that	if	you	copy	some	kinds	of	files,	such	as	music	(MP3	or	WMV)	or	images	(JPEG),	those	files	can	be	played	on	supported	PCs.	They	may	or
may	not	work	on	stand-alone	electronic	devices	such	as	CD	or	DVD	players,	however.	If	you	want	to	make	sure	that	your	music	will	play	on	any	CD	or	DVD	player,	then	skip	to	the	next	section.	Method	2:	Burn	a	music	CD	Windows	10	has	advanced	in	a	number	of	ways,	but	it	retains	some	older	tools	that	can	still	be	useful	in	a	pinch.	Windows	Media
Player	is	essentially	a	legacy	application	and	hardly	the	best	media	player,	but	it	includes	a	handy	CD	burner	utility	that	makes	it	easy	to	create	a	music	CD	that	can	play	just	about	anywhere.	Step	1:	To	get	started,	go	to	the	search	box	(in	the	taskbar)	and	start	typing	“Windows	Media	Player.”	Once	it	pops	up	in	the	list,	click	on	it.	Then,	select	the
Burn	tab	in	the	upper-right-hand	corner.	Mark	Coppock/Digital	Trends	Step	2:	Next,	go	to	File	Explorer	and	locate	the	music	files	that	you	want	to	burn	to	the	CD.	Drag	them	over	to	the	burn	list.	Windows	Media	Player	will	tell	you	how	many	minutes	you’ve	used;	make	sure	you’re	not	exceeding	the	80-minute	limit.	You	can	hit	the	Clear	List	option	if
you	want	to	start	over.	Mark	Coppock/Digital	Trends	Step	3:	Next,	hit	the	Start	Burn	option	to	begin	the	process	of	burning	your	music	files	to	the	CD.	Windows	Media	Player	will	provide	a	progress	report	as	the	burn	is	running.	Keep	in	mind	that	it	takes	a	few	minutes	to	close	the	session,	so	be	sure	to	wait	until	the	process	is	all	the	way	done	before
you	eject	your	CD.	If	you	don’t,	you	could	lose	your	progress	or	otherwise	sabotage	your	efforts	of	burning	a	CD.	Conclusion	Burning	a	CD	is	that	simple.	A	CD	that	you	burn	yourself	can	work	as	well	as	a	flash	drive	if	you	use	a	Windows	XP	or	later	machine.	You	can	also	burn	CDs	to	share	data	and	music	files	with	other	people;	they	can	use	the	discs
with	their	PCs,	DVD	players,	or	CD	players.	At	a	mere	$0.15	to	$0.25	per	700MB,	CD-R	media	fits	into	anyone’s	budget.	CDs	are	also	durable,	so	the	data	you	burn	to	them	will	be	accessible	for	years	to	come.	If	you	want	something	better	than	a	CD,	newer	and	higher-capacity	storage	options	exist	plentifully	today.	Even	if	you	haven’t	burned	a	CD
before,	you’ll	find	that	it’s	an	easy	task	to	learn.	For	those	of	you	who	haven’t	burned	a	CD	since	the	’90s,	it’ll	take	no	time	to	refresh	your	memory.	Editors'	Recommendations	Download	ImgBurn.	Select	Create	image	file	from	disc.	Choose	the	CD/DVD	drive.Select	the	folder	icon	and	choose	a	name	and	destination.	Choose	Read	>	OK.To	burn,	select
Write	image	file	to	disc.	In	Source,	select	the	file	you	made.	In	Destination,	choose	a	drive	and	select	Write.	This	article	explains	how	to	copy	a	CD	to	a	computer	using	ImgBurn,	one	of	the	many	free	CD-burning	software	programs	available.	It	also	includes	information	on	how	to	burn	the	copied	CD	files	to	another	CD,	also	using	ImgBurn.	This
information	applies	to	Windows	PCs.	If	your	computer	has	an	optical	disc	drive,	you	should	know	how	to	copy	a	CD	using	ImgBurn	or	a	similar	program.	That	way,	you	can	back	up	your	music	discs	or	rip	a	software	program	to	a	digital	ISO	file.	ImgBurn	lets	you	copy	a	CD	to	your	computer	so	that	you	can	either	keep	the	files	there	or	use	the	files	to
make	a	new	copy	on	a	second	CD	(or	third,	fourth,	or	more).	Download	ImgBurn	and	install	it	on	your	computer.	Open	the	program	and	select	Create	image	file	from	disc.	In	the	Source	section,	choose	the	correct	CD/DVD	drive	(if	you	have	multiple	drives).	In	the	Destination	section,	select	the	folder	icon	and	choose	a	name	for	the	file	and	where	you
want	to	save	the	CD	copy.	Select	the	Read	icon	(the	disc	with	an	arrow	pointing	to	a	file).	Select	OK	when	the	completion	bar	at	the	bottom	of	ImgBurn	reaches	100	percent.	When	you	copy	an	audio	CD,	you'll	have	a	CUE	file.	When	you	copy	a	software	CD,	you'll	have	an	ISO	file.	If	your	computer	has	a	DVD-RW	drive,	you	can	copy	DVDs	to	your	PC.
Follow	these	steps	to	burn	the	CUE	or	ISO	file	you	created	to	a	new	disc:	Open	ImgBurn	and	select	Write	image	file	to	disc.	If	ImgBurn	is	open,	go	to	Mode	>	Write	to	switch	to	write	mode.	In	the	Source	area,	select	the	folder	icon	and	choose	your	files.	In	the	Destination	area,	choose	the	correct	CD/DVD	drive	(if	you	have	multiple	drives).	Select	the
Write	icon	(the	file	with	an	arrow	pointing	to	a	disc).	In	most	countries,	it's	illegal	to	distribute	copyrighted	material	without	the	copyright	holder's	permission.	You	should	only	copy	a	CD	that	you	legitimately	own	for	your	personal	use.	Thanks	for	letting	us	know!	Get	the	Latest	Tech	News	Delivered	Every	Day	Subscribe	Tell	us	why!	A	type	of	CD
format	that	is	enhanced	to	support	multisessions.	CD-Plus	can	store	both	video	and	audio	data.	A	negotiable	CD	(certificate	of	deposit)	is	a	type	of	savings	vehicle	that	usually	requires	a	minimum	deposit	of	$100,000.	Learn	more	about	negotiable	CDs	and	how	they	work	so	you	can	determine	whether	they	make	sense	for	you.	A	negotiable	CD	is	a
certificate	of	deposit	with	a	minimum	face	value	of	$100,000.	Negotiable	CDs	are	what	they	sound	like:	CDs	with	interest	rates	that	you	can	negotiate.	It	may	make	sense	if	you	have	a	large	amount	of	cash	and	want	to	ensure	you	don’t	lose	any	of	your	original	investment.	Since	a	negotiable	CD	is	guaranteed	by	a	bank,	it	can	be	traded	in	a	highly
liquid	secondary	market.	You	can't,	however,	redeem	the	CD	before	it	reaches	its	maturity	date.	Since	negotiable	CDs	require	large	amounts	of	cash,	they’re	usually	only	purchased	by	institutions	and	wealthy	individuals.	For	example,	if	you	had	$100,000	in	your	savings	account	you	could	use	it	to	open	a	negotiable	CD	and	earn	an	interest	rate	for	a
specific	period	of	time,	such	as	six	months.	After	the	six	months	were	up,	you	could	withdraw	your	money	and	put	it	back	in	your	bank	account.	Negotiable	CDs	were	introduced	in	1961	by	the	First	National	City	Bank	of	New	York,	now	known	as	Citibank.	It	allowed	banks	to	raise	funds	during	a	time	when	investors	and	institutions	were	putting	their
money	into	bonds	and	other	short-term	securities,	creating	a	shortage	of	deposit	accounts.	With	a	negotiable	CD,	an	institution	or	group	of	wealthy	individuals	negotiate	the	interest	rate	terms	of	the	CD	with	a	bank.	Upon	approval,	the	bank	issues	the	funds	to	invest	or	lend.	It	also	provides	a	certificate	that	guarantees	the	investors	will	receive	their
deposit	and	any	interest	earned.	When	it	comes	to	maturities	for	negotiable	CDs,	most	range	between	a	few	weeks	and	six	months.	Interest	on	these	savings	accounts	is	paid	bi-annually	or	at	maturity.	Negotiable	CDs	may	also	be	sold	at	a	discount	to	face	value.	The	full	amount	will	be	paid	once	the	CD	matures.	Also	known	as	primary	market	rates,
interest	rates	on	newly	issued	negotiable	CDs	are	based	on	market	conditions	and	may	be	negotiated.	A	regular	CD	is	a	type	of	savings	account	with	a	fixed	interest	rate	and	fixed	date	of	withdrawal.	Since	it	offers	a	guaranteed	return	and	typically	earns	higher	interest	rates	than	checking,	savings,	and	money	market	accounts,	it’s	considered	a	safer
kind	of	investment.	While	negotiable	CDs	are	very	similar	to	regular	CDs,	there	are	a	few	key	differences.	Negotiable	CDs	feature	a	face	value	of	at	least	$100,000	and	short-term	maturities,	which	range	from	a	few	weeks	to	six	months	or	one	year.	In	most	cases,	interest	is	paid	bi-annually	or	at	maturity.	Interest	rates	are	also	usually	negotiable	and
the	yield	is	related	to	money	market	conditions.	Before	you	consider	opening	a	negotiable	CD,	keep	these	benefits	and	drawbacks	in	mind.	Pros	Short-term	investments	Low	risk	Can	be	sold	Cons	Must	deposit	a	large	amount	of	money	Minimal	profit	opportunity	No	early	withdrawal	option	Short-term	investments:	If	you’re	on	the	lookout	for	a	short-
term	investment	vehicle,	you	may	benefit	from	a	negotiable	CD.	You’ll	be	able	to	make	some	money	without	any	long-term	commitments.	Low	risk:	Once	you	invest	money	into	a	negotiable	CD,	you	will	make	back	your	original	investment	plus	interest.	This	makes	negotiable	CDs	low-risk	investment	vehicles.	Can	be	sold:	Even	though	you	can’t
withdraw	money	until	negotiable	CDs	reach	maturity,	you	may	sell	them.	You	may	be	able	to	meet	other	financial	goals	with	the	profit	you	earn.	Must	deposit	a	large	amount	of	money:	The	minimum	amount	of	money	you	can	deposit	in	a	negotiable	CD	is	$100,000.	If	you	don’t	have	this	type	of	cash	at	your	disposal,	this	product	isn’t	for	you.	Minimal
profit	opportunity:	Most	financial	institutions	offer	fairly	low	rates	on	negotiable	CDs.	Therefore,	you	can’t	expect	to	make	a	very	large	profit.	No	early	withdrawal	option:	You	can't	withdraw	the	money	early	in	a	negotiable	CD	without	penalties.	This	may	be	problematic	if	you	face	an	expensive	emergency	expense.	Negotiable	CDs	are	certificates	of
deposits	issued	in	large	amounts	of	at	least	$100,000.These	types	of	certificates	of	deposits	are	low-risk,	short-term	investments	that	can	be	sold.While	negotiable	CDs	do	offer	guaranteed	profits,	the	money	you	earn	is	usually	small,	as	most	banks	and	other	financial	institutions	usually	offer	low	rates.
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